
Contribute to the ICH in Scotland Inventory 

The content on this site is provided and maintained by people just like you. We need your 
contributions for this site to represent the wide range of ICH activity taking place in Scotland. 

Please contact Jacob O'Sullivan (Museum Development Manager) 
JacobOS@museumsgalleriesscotland.org.uk to discuss your ICH contribution. Thank you. 

About this website: 

This website builds on a previous site developed by Edinburgh Napier University, funded by 
the AHRC, which was handed over to Museums Galleries Scotland (MGS) in November 2011. 

MGS has developed the new site to enable greater ease for users when searching / browsing 
the site and contributing content. 
This site aims to: 

• provide a dynamic record of Scotland’s ICH practices 

• promote general awareness of ICH in Scotland 

 

What is Intangible Cultural Heritage? 

 Cultural heritage includes the traditions or living expressions of groups and communities, such as oral 
traditions, performing arts, social practices, rituals, festive events, knowledge and practices concerning 
nature and the universe or the knowledge and skills to produce traditional crafts. While these may not be 
tangible – they cannot be touched – they are a very important part of our cultural heritage. This is Intangible 
Cultural Heritage (ICH), a living form of heritage which is continuously recreated and which evolves as 
communities adapt their practices and traditions in response to their environment. 

It provides a sense of identity and belonging in relation to our own cultures which in turn promotes respect 
and understanding for the cultures of others. People play the key role in the creation and carrying forward of 
ICH. Communities, collectively, are the ones who create, carry and transmit ICH. A community might share 
an expression of intangible cultural heritage that is similar to one practiced by others. 

While ICH expressions can have either material or non-material outcomes, the key distinction between 
intangible and tangible cultural heritage is that the former are living examples of human creativity and 
ingenuity, embedded in the community. 

The approach to ICH in Scotland is an inclusive approach which respects the diversity of Scotland’s 
communities. It is underpinned by UNESCO’s 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage, which is intended to raise awareness of, respect for, and safeguard ICH worldwide. 
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JacobOS@museumsgalleriesscotland.org.uk to discuss your ICH contribution. Thank you. 

About this website: 

This website builds on a previous site developed by Edinburgh Napier University, funded by the AHRC, which 
was handed over to Museums Galleries Scotland (MGS) in November 2011. 

mailto:JacobOS@museumsgalleriesscotland.org.uk


MGS has developed the new site to enable greater ease for users when searching / browsing the site and 
contributing content. 

This site aims to: 

• provide a dynamic record of Scotland’s ICH practices 
• promote general awareness of ICH in Scotland 

About Museums Galleries Scotland 

Museums Galleries Scotland is the National Development Body for Scotland’s museum sector. We support 
448 museums and galleries through strategic investment, advice, workforce development and advocacy. 

MGS is a non-governmental organisation accredited by UNESCO as an expert adviser on the 2003 
Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, and an active participant in the ICH 
NGO Forum. 

Whit is Cultural Heritage 

Cultural heritage includes the tradeetions or leevin expressions o groups an communities, sic as oral 
tradeetions, performin arts, social practices, rituals, festive ongauns, wittins an practices anent natuir an 
the universe or the wittins an skills tae mak tradeetional crafts. 

While these micht no be tangible - they cannae be touched – they are a verra important pairt o oor cultural 
heritage. This is Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH), a leevin form o heritage whilk is conteenuously recreatit 
an whilk evolves as communities adapt their practices an tradeetions in response tae their environment. 

It provides a sense o identity an belongin in relation tae wir ain cultures whilk in turn promotes respect an 
unnerstaunin fir the cultures o ithers. Fowk play the key role in the creatioun an cairryin forrit o ICH. 
Communities collectively are the anes wha mak, cairry an transmit ICH. A community micht share an 
expression o intangible cultural heritage that is sic an sae tae anes practiced bi ithers. 

While ICH expressions can hae either material or non-material ootcomes, the key distinction atween 
intangible an tangible cultural heritage is that the former are leevin exaumpils o human creativity an 
ingenuity, embedded in the community. 

The approach tae ICH in Scotland is an inclusive approach whilk respects the diversity o Scotland’s 
communities. It is unnerpeened bi UNESCO’s 2003 Convention fir the Safegairdin o the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage, whilk is intendit tae raise awaurness o, respect fir, an safegaird ICH worldwide. 

Aboot This Wabsteid 

This wabsteid biggs oan a previous site developed bi Edinburgh Napier University, fundit bi the AHRC, whilk 
wis haundit ower tae Museums Galleries Scotland (MGS) in November 2011. 

MGS hus developed the new site tae enable greater ease fir uisers when searchin/browsin the site an 
contributin content. 

This site aims tae 

• provide a dynamic record o Scotland’s ICH practices 
• heize up a general awaurness o ICH in Scotland 

Aboot Museums Galleries Scotland 

Museums Galleries Scotland is the National Development Body fir the museum sector in Scotland. Oor role 
is tae wark collaboratively tae invest in an develop a sustainable museum an galleries sector fir Scotland, in 
line wi the aims o ‘Gangin Furder: The National Strategy fir Scotland’s Museums and Galleries.’ See mair... 



We wark wi a sector o ower 448 museums an galleries, supportin an enablin thaim tae meet their objectives 
in a nummer o weys including, throu strategic investment, advice, advocacy an skills development 
opportunities. 

MGS is a non-governmental organisation accredited bi UNESCO as an expert adviser oan the 2003 
Convention fir the Safegairdin o the Intangible Cultural Heritage, an an active participant in the ICH NGO 
Forum. 

Na tha Dualchas Cultarach do-bheantainn a’ ciallachadh 

Tha dualchas cultarach a’ gabhail a-steach na cleachdaidhean traidiseanta no na modhan-beatha a tha beò 
am measg bhuidhnean agus choimhearsnachdan, nithean mar bheul-aithrisean, ealainean taisbeanail, 
cleachdaidhean sòisealta, deas-ghnàthan, tachartasan fèille, eòlas agus cleachdaidhean co-cheangailte ri 
saoghal nàdair agus an cruinne-cè no an t-eòlas agus na sgilean a dh’fheumte airson obraichean ceàirde 
traidiseanta. Ged nach biodh iad sin so-bheantain – cha ghabh an làimhseachadh – ’s e pàirt glè 
chudromach a th’ annta de ar dualchas cultarach. ’S e Dualchas Cultarach Do-bheantainn (DCD) a tha seo, 
seòrsa de dhualchas beò a tha air ath-chruthachadh gun sgur agus a tha a’ fàs beag air bheag mar a tha 
coimhearsnachdan ag atharrachadh an cleachdaidhean agus an cuid dualchais a rèir mar a tha an 
àrainneachd aca ag atharrachadh. 

Ann an dàimh ri ar dualchasan fhèin, tha e a’ toirt dhuinn dearbh-aithne agus faireachdainn gum buin sin do 
dh’àite agus, a’ leantainn air sin, tha e a’ toirt dhuinn urram do agus tuigse air dualchasan dhaoine eile. ’S 
ann aig daoine a tha am prìomh àite ann a bhith cruthachadh DCD agus ga thoirt air adhart. ’S iad na 
coimhearsnachdan, cruinn còmhla, a tha a’ cruthachadh, a’ giùlan agus a’ sgaoileadh DCD. Faodaidh gum 
bi dreach de dhualchas cultarach do-bheantainn aig aon choimhearsnachd a bhios coltach ri cleachdadh a 
bhios aig coimhearsnachd eile. 

Ged a dh’fhaodas toraidhean làimhseachail no neo-làimhseachail a bhith aig riochdan de DCD, ’s e am 
prìomh eadar-dhealachadh eadar dualchas cultarach do-bheantainn agus fear so-bheantainn gu bheil a’ 
chiad fhear a’ toirt dhuinn eisimpleirean beò de obair chruthachail agus innleachach dhaoine, a tha 
freumhaichte sa choimhearsnachd. 

Tha Alba a’ dèiligeadh ri DCD ann an dòigh in-ghabhalach, dòigh a tha toirt spèis do dh’iomadachd nan 
coimhearsnachdan ann an Alba. A’ cur taic ri sin tha Còmhdhail UNESCO 2003 airson Dìon a chur air 
Dualchas Cultarach Do-bheantainn, a tha a dh’aona-ghnothach airson gum biodh mothachadh ann air DCD 
agus spèis air a thoirt dha agus gum biodh e air a dhìon air feadh an t-saoghail. 

Mun Làrach-lìn Seo 

Tha an làrach-lìn seo a’ togail air làrach a chaidh a chur air bhonn le Oilthigh Napier Dhùn Èideann, air a 
mhaoineachadh le AHRC, agus a chaidh a chur a-null gu Taighean-tasgaidh is Gailearaidhean na h-Alba 
(TGA) san t-Samhain 2011. 

Tha TGA air an làrach ùr a leasachadh gus a dhèanamh nas fhasa do luchd-cleachdaidh nuair a tha iad a’ 
rannsachadh / a’ brabhsadh na làraich no a’ cur stuth rithe. 

’S iad amasan na làraich 

• cunntas beothail a thoirt seachad air cleachdaidhean DCD ann an Alba 
• mothachadh a thogail san fharsaingeachd air DCD ann an Alba 

Mu Thaighean-tasgaidh is Gailearaidhean na h-Alba 

’S iad Taighean-tasgaidh is Gailearaidhean na h-Alba a’ Bhuidheann Leasachaidh Nàiseanta airson roinn 
nan taighean-tasgaidh ann an Alba. ’S i an dreuchd a th’ againn a bhith ag obair còmhla ri càch gus airgead a 
chur ri roinn nan taighean-tasgaidh is gailearaidhean ann an Alba agus an toirt air adhart ann an dòigh 



sheasmhach, agus sin a rèir nan amasan aig ‘A’ Dol Nas Fhaide: An Ro-innleachd Nàiseanta airson 
Taighean-tasgaidh is Gailearaidhean na h-Alba.’ 

Tha sinn ag obair le roinn anns a bheil còrr is 400 taigh-tasgaidh is gailearaidh, a’ toirt taic dhaibh agus 
cothrom an cinn-uidhe a ruighinn ann an diofar dhòighean, a’ gabhail a-steach a bhith toirt dhaibh airgead-
tasgaidh ro-innleachdail, comhairle, a’ tagradh às an leth agus cothroman trèanaidh airson sgilean ùra. 

’S e buidheann neo-riaghaltais (NGO) a th’ ann an TGA a tha air a h-aithneachadh le UNESCO mar 
chomhairleach eòlach airson na Còmhdhail 2003 airson Dìon a chur air Dualchas Cultarach Do-
bheantainn, agus tha i a’ gabhail pàirt gnìomhach anns an Fhòram ICH NGO. 


